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PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
by Donald R. Kirk, Esq.
Fowler White Boggs

The Newsletter of the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar Association
Editor-in-Chief, Adam Lawton Alpert, Esq., Bush Ross, P.A. Spring 2009

With the economy 
slumping, everyone is 

looking for ways to make ends 
meet.  Families are clipping 
coupons.  Businesses are 

cutting costs.  People are trying to keep their homes 
out of foreclosure.  It is a very difficult time, and 
signs of continuing problems are abound.
Individuals, particularly those with low or no income, 
often rely on charities for assistance.  This is even 
more true now.  Those who have recently lost their 
jobs, had dramatic and unexpected health costs, or 
are otherwise caught in dire financial circumstances 
often look to not-for-profit placement agencies 
to find jobs and food banks to feed their families.  
Unfortunately, these charities are now more stressed 
than ever.  The demand for their services is soaring, 
yet their revenue stream, namely corporate and 
individual donations, are at all time lows.
Charities face a daunting revenue challenge.  People 
and businesses simply do not have the disposable 
income they had 2-3 years ago.  In the competitive 
fundraising world, that can spell disaster.  While 
some charities have planned for this “rainy day” 
by budgeting wisely or by creating cash reserves, 
others have not.  I have heard of several charities 
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that may go under due to these cash shortages.
As bankruptcy practitioners, we can help.  The 
Southern District of Florida recently added local 
rule 3011-1(B)(2) to allow Chapter 11 plans to give 
“unclaimed” plan disbursements in a liquidating case 
to 501(c)(3) entities.  Specifically, the rule states: “A 
Chapter 11 liquidating plan may provide that any 
unclaimed funds may be donated to a not-for-profit, 
non-religious organization identified in the plan 
or disclosure statement accompanying the plan.”  
Local Rule 3011-1(C) has similar language as to 
“undistributable funds.”  While such amounts may 
seem insignificant, they are not.  These funds add 
up dramatically over time.  Such planning seems 
like a no-brainer.  Instead of sitting in a clerk’s office, 
these unused funds can now be put to immediate 
and good use.  They can be committed to any 
eligible charity – food banks, indigent services, pro 
bono programs, and job placement agencies.  
You can also ask for such treatment after a liquidating 
plan has been confirmed even if the plan did not 
provide for such use of the funds.  Years ago, we 
represented a Liquidating Agent for a confirmed 
Chapter 11 case.  We filed a motion to provide that 
“unclaimed funds” be donated to a local pro bono 
charity.  Judge Glenn approved the motion.  As a 
result, we gave over $1,000.00 to the local charity.  
It was not a lot, but it certainly helped.
Many of our judges are proponents of such use of 
these funds.  It is an easy provision to include.  They 
can only help our community.  Please consider doing 
this in cases you are involved with now.  
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by David W. Barrett, Esq.
Fowler White Boggs P.A.

With the current state of the economy continually 
stacking the deck against borrowers in default, 

commercial borrowers across the nation including 
those in Florida have invoked creative but common 
affirmative defenses and claims in attempts to fight 
off loan enforcement and foreclosure suits. In some 
cases, the goal of these affirmative defenses and 
claims is to reduce the borrower’s outstanding liability 
on the loan by arguing against the terms of the loan 
documents and delaying judgment. Commercial 
borrowers, by their nature, are not risk averse and 
given the outstanding balance on their loans and 
personal exposure, have their backs against the wall. 
Commercial borrowers in today’s climate are therefore 
increasingly likely to argue everything and anything 
against their lenders.

One of the most ubiquitous lines of affirmative defenses 
and claims against a lender is that the lender changed 
the terms of the loan documents or agreement 
during discussions with the borrower after the loan 
documents were signed. Fortunately for lenders, the 
Florida legislature looked to its Minnesota brethren in 
an attempt to solve this problem. Florida enacted a 
statute that limits certain arguments borrowers can 
make against lenders. Specifically, Florida Statute 
Section 687.0304 provides that, “a debtor may not 
maintain an action on a credit agreement unless the 
agreement is in writing, expresses consideration, 
sets forth the relevant terms and conditions, and 
is signed by the creditor and the debtor.” Fla. Stat. 
§  687.0304(3) (2008). A credit agreement is an 
agreement to lend or forbear repayment of money, 
goods, or things in action. Courts have ruled that this 
statute negates any “action” brought by the debtor 
pertaining to oral modifications of loan documents.  
Eboni Beauty Academy v. Amsouth Bank of Florida, et 
al., 761 So.2d 481, 482 (Fla. Dist. Ct. App. 5th, 2000) 
(barring the debtors complaint against the lender for 
oral funding promises after the loan documents were 
executed because the alleged lender promises were 
not in writing).  The statute carves out certain actions 

Florida Credit Agreements 
and Their Application in the 
Current Economy

that lenders may take that do not give rise to credit 
agreements; rendering financial advice, consultation 
with the borrower, agreeing to enter into a new credit 
agreement, forbearance agreement, or extending 
installments.  Fla. Stat. § 687.0304 (3)(a) (2008).  

However, §  687.0304 does not encompass all of 
the borrower’s potential arguments. Florida courts 
have reasoned that this statute does not apply to the 
borrower’s affirmative defenses because affirmative 
defenses are not “actions”. Larry P. Brenowitz et al. v. 
Central National Bank, 597 So.2d 340, 343 (Fla. Dist. 
Ct. App. 2nd, 1992) (disallowing the application of 
the credit agreement statute to borrower’s affirmative 
defenses of waiver, estoppel, and bad faith despite 
their foundation stemming from discussions with 
the lender because affirmative defenses are not 
“actions” contemplated by the statute). The result of 
this decision, and similar decisions by other courts, is 
that borrowers may still delay judgment by asserting 
affirmative defenses and may reduce liability if their 
defenses are successful, but they cannot bring an 
action in a complaint or counterclaim on unwritten and 
unsigned credit agreements and ask for damages on 
such a claim or action.

The effect of the credit agreement statute is that it 
provides lenders with a shield but not a sword to 
use in litigation against borrowers. Accordingly, 
when speak with borrowers during loan workout or 
forbearance discussions, lenders can derive some 
comfort from the credit agreement statute which 
provides some protection from actions brought by 
borrowers for engaging in such discussions unless the 
terms of the discussions are put into writing, setting 
forth the specific terms, and are signed by both the 
lender and the borrower. The credit agreement statute 
however, falls short of providing lenders with a sword 
to strike the same arguments raised by borrowers 
in their affirmative defenses and therefore fails to 
provide lenders with complete relief from borrowers’ 
defenses.
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1. Duties of Trustee or Debtor in Possession in Small Business Cases (11 U.S.C. § 1116):

	 a.	Pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 1116(1)(A), (B), a trustee or the debtor in possession shall append to 
		  the voluntary petition or, in an involuntary case, file not later than 7 days after the date of the 
		  order for relief:

			   i. its most recent balance sheet, statement of operations, cash-flow statement, and 
				    Federal income tax return; or

			   ii. a statement made under penalty of perjury that no balance sheet, statement of 
				    operations, or cash-flow statement has been prepared and no Federal tax return has 
				    been filed.

	 b. Pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 1116(3), all schedules and statements of financial affairs must be 
		  timely filed, unless the court, after notice and a hearing, grants an extension, which shall not 
		  extend such time period to a date later than 30 days after the date of the order for 
		  relief, absent extraordinary and compelling circumstances.

2. Who May File a Plan in a Small Business Cases (11 U.S.C. § 1121(e)):

	 Pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 1121(e)(1), in a small business case, only the debtor may file a plan 
	 until after 180 days after the date of the order for relief;  

3. Filing of the Plan and Disclosure Statement in a Small Business Cases (11 U.S.C. § 1121(e)):

	 Pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 1121(e)(2), the plan and disclosure statement (if any) shall be filed 
	 not later than 300 days after the date of the order for relief.  

4. Postpetition Disclosure and Solicitation in Small Business Cases (11 U.S.C. § 1125(f)(3)(B)):

	 Acceptance and rejections of a plan may be solicited based on a conditionally approved 
	 disclosure statement if the debtor provides adequate information to each holder of a claim or 
	 interest that is solicited, but a conditionally approved disclosure statement shall be mailed 
	 not later than 25 days before the date of the hearing on confirmation of the plan.

5. Confirmation of the Plan in a Small Business Case (11 U.S.C. § 1129(e)):

	 In a small business case, the court shall confirm a plan that complies with the applicable 
	 provisions of this title and that is filed in accordance with 11 U.S.C. § 1121(e) not later than 
	 45 days after the plan is filed unless the time for confirmation is extended in accordance with 
	 11 U.S.C. § 1121(e)(3). See In re Caring Heart Home Health Corp. 380 B.R. 908, 910 (Bankr. 
	 S.D. Fla. 2008) (holding that an extension of the 11 U.S.C. § 1129(e) deadline may only be 
	 granted if all of the requirements of 11 U.S.C. § 1121(e)(3) are satisfied).

Handy Guide To Relevant Deadlines
In Small Business Chapter 11 Cases

by Patrick M. Mosley, Esq.
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by Carrie Beth Lesser, Esq.

On your next visit to the Attorney Resource 
Room in the federal courthouse, make sure 

to enjoy the recently added artwork commissioned 
by the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar Association in 
honor of Don M. Stichter’s 50 years of practice 
and service to the legal community.  Mr. Stichter 
is a founding member of the TBBBA, and served 
as the Association’s first president.

The beautiful artwork is by local artist Margaret B. 
Riedel (the mother of Harley Riedel). Mrs. Riedel, 
an award winning artist, received her Bachelor of 
Fine Arts degree from the University of Iowa and 
taught art in public schools in Iowa and Illinois.  
Her paintings, known for their vivid colors, have 
sold in galleries from Nantucket to Tampa and 
are on display in homes and offices throughout 
the world. Mrs. Riedel contributed her time in 
preparing these paintings without charge to the 
Association for which we are very appreciative.

Artwork in Attorney
Resource Room

by Francis F. Szczebak

This winter, the Bankruptcy Judges Division, 
the Office of Public Affairs, and the Federal 

Judicial Center released a new bankruptcy 
video based on a Florida public service program 
produced by the Tampa Bay Bankruptcy Bar 
Association, with support from The Florida Bar 
Foundation, Bay Area Legal Services, and 
the Bankruptcy Court for the Middle District of 
Florida. This video was designed to help educate 
the public about the bankruptcy process.
This 30-minute video provides an overview of the 
different types of bankruptcy and related filing 
procedures. Now available on both the Judiciary’s 
public website, uscourts.gov, and the J-Net, the 
program is divided into seven short segments for 
desktop viewing at convenient intervals.
DVD copies may be ordered by contacting 
Connie Gibson in the Office of Public Affairs 
at: connie_r_gibson@ao.uscourts.gov, or 
(202)502-1695.

Pro Se Bankruptcy Video 
(Information)
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We Offer:
• Local Office
• Optional Delivery Method
     Internet 24/7, Telephone, Classroom
• Bi Lingual Staff
• Affordable Rates

For More Information Call (813) 989-1900

5802 E. Fowler Ave. Ste. D
Tampa, FL 33617
Ph. (813) 989-1900
Fax (813) 989-0359
www.flrministry.org

Certified CounselorsMEMBER
WEST FLORIDA

Serving
Attorney Clients

for
Pre & Post Certificates

The only locally approved agency to provide
the bankruptcy certif icate for

both pre-f iling and pre-discharge
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The American Bankruptcy Institute and Stetson 
University College of Law have signed an 

agreement to partner as the providers of the Judge 
Alexander L. Paskay Bankruptcy Seminar.  

The ABI was formed in the summer of 1982 in 
Washington, D.C. Judge Paskay was one of 
the first members of the Board of Directors. The 
ABI has grown to become the most prominent 
educational institute devoted entirely to the practice 
of bankruptcy with over 12,000 members.  The 
ABI already sponsors CLE programs with several 
top law schools, such as Georgetown, St. John’s, 
Tulane, Pepperdine and Missouri-KC, so they look 
forward to the new tradition with Stetson as well.

The next Paskay Seminar will be the 34th annual, 
and the Judge will again serve as the Judicial Chair of 
the program.  However, there will be some changes 
in the time, structure and format of the program.  It 
will be held in Tampa on March 4-6, 2010 (away 
from the former early December date) at a first-
rate conference hotel, soon to be announced.  The 
CLE program will offer a mix of plenary sessions 
and workshops to facilitate participation by those 
attending.  As with other ABI regional programs, 
concurrent sessions will allow attendees to 
customize their learning experience from among 
several timely business and consumer topics.  
Faculty members will be national practitioners 
and prominent bankruptcy judges.  There will be a 
breakout track on fundamentals for those new to 
bankruptcy or for younger professionals.  The three 
half-day format of the Seminar will include optional 
events for networking and business development, 
including a golf outing and/or a spring training 
game of either the Yankees or the Rays. They 
intend to make the event a premier attraction to 
many practitioners from outside the Middle District 
and the rest of Florida, reaching the high levels of 

American Bankruptcy Institute 
and Steston University College 
of Law Sign on to Host March 
2010 Alexander L. Paskay 
Bankrupcty Seminar

attendance from many years ago.  At the same 
time, the Seminar will be affordable and provide 
high content value as has been customary.
An advisory board of leading practitioners from the 
top insolvency firms in the Middle District of Florida 
will serve on the Seminar Advisory Board.  As with 
other ABI regional conferences, this board of about 
a dozen helps to identify panel topics, suggest 
speakers and sponsors and promote attendance.  
Those serving on the board will be listed prominently 
in the program brochure, sent to thousands of ABI 
members and prospects in the region, listed on the 
ABI website, and listed in other announcements 
and acknowledgements.

Firms serving on the Advisory Board will be asked 
for a $1,000 contribution, which includes two 
complimentary registrations to the 2010 Seminar 
for use by any member of the firm. Advisory 
Board members will also be invited to attend a 
speaker/sponsor dinner on the opening night of the 
program.  

Feel free to contact either Judge Paskay at (813) 301-
5146, Sam Gerdano at (703) 739-0800, or Stetson 
University College of Law Office of Conferences & 
Events (727) 562-7898 if you have any questions.

JENNIS &    BOWEN 
welcomes the following attorneys who will specialize in 

debtor’s rights and commercial litigation: 
 

Terri L. Bryson, former law clerk for the Honorable 
Douglas A. Wallace of the Second District Court of Appeal 

 
M. David Linton, an attorney with 14 years of civil 

litigation experience 
 

James-Allen McPheeters, recent graduate of Stetson 
University College of Law and former intern for the 

Honorable Catherine Peek McEwen 
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During the last several months, we have had the 
privilege of counseling both lenders and debtors 

as the economy has soured. Businesses that were 
thriving eighteen months ago are now facing several 
hardships. Lenders have seen their loan portfolios shift 
from relationship managers to special asset officers. 
Based on our client meetings we have made a number 
of observations:

1. Cash is King.
Cash and cash management are now the key to a 
business’ viability. It does not matter if your client has 
a strong balance sheet if they do not have the cash to 
make the next payroll or the next loan payment. Clients 
have to focus on cash management including doing 
whatever is necessary to keep existing lines of credit in 
good standing.

2. Banks are still lending – to some.
I am not aware of any local banks currently interested 
in making real estate investment loans. Valuations are 

Observations On Our Faltering 
Economy
by John D. Emmanuel, Esq.
Fowler White Boggs, P.A.

simply too uncertain for them to get comfortable with the 
proposed collateral. On the other hand, banks are still 
making loans to finance business operations secured 
by receivables and inventory. Of course, the bank will 
only lend if the borrower has proven cash flow (see #1 
above).

3. Where is the bottom?
Most clients that we have met with do not believe that 
we have seen the bottom yet and most do not expect to 
see any recovery until the first quarter of 2010 (at the 
earliest). What will some of the signals of recovery be? A 
decrease in unemployment, the stabilization of housing
prices, and an increased availability of credit should 
indicate that the economy is leveling out.

4. No one is immune.
Some very established local and regional businesses 
are two steps away from Chapter 11. Your clients (and 
all professionals) need to closely monitor their billing 
and collection efforts. Deposits should be requested for 
significant new projects.

5. Toys are cheap.
For those lucky enough to have funds available for 
discretionary spending, this is a great time to buy. Boats, 
recreational vehicles, sports cars, motorcycles and the 

continued on p. 9
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like are all selling at significant discounts. The price of 
renting or buying a vacation home at the beach or in the 
mountains has also fallen dramatically.

6. Florida will come back.
The days of Florida attracting 1,000 new residents a day 
are over, at least for now. We are also seeing fewer winter 
guests. However, most believe that our great state will 
be back as the recovery occurs. I cannot say the same 
for some other locales such as Michigan or Ohio.

7. Collateral damage.
We already know that charities and religious organizations 
have seen donations decline as the economy has slowed 
down. I suspect that private universities will see a decline 
in applications and admissions, while public universities 
will see the opposite. Summer jobs for students will be 
hard to come by.

8. Litigation will rise.
As projects fail and loans go into default, litigation claims 
against third parties will rise. Clients are considering 
claims against title companies, brokers, attorneys, 
accounting firms, surveyors and others.

9. It is good to be a bankruptcy attorney.
Our practice has always been counter-cyclical and as a 
result we have all become busy. Filings typically lag the 
economy by roughly 6 to 9 months, and we therefore 
anticipate that we will continue to see a rise in filings for at 
least the next 18 months. While bankruptcy practitioners 
tend to do well in poor economic times such as this, our 
friends and neighbors do not want to hear about our 
thriving practice. A little discretion is in order.

by Chas. G. Kilcoyne
Deputy-in-Charge

Until further notice attorneys appearing for 
hearings in Ft. Myers Division cases scheduled 
to be heard in Ft. Myers Courthouse can appear 
in courtroom 9A in Tampa.

The exception, however, is no Tampa appearance 
at any hearing in Chapter 11 cases. Further, no 
Tampa appearance in Chapter 7 and 13 cases if 
a party will be presenting documentary evidence, 
live testimony, oral argument or case law at such 
hearing.

Hearings Scheduled in Ft. Myers 
Division Cases – Updated Information
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Golf Tournament

On April 24, 2009, the TBBBA held its 
annual golf tournament  at the Bay Palms 
Golf Club on MacDill Air Force Base.
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• Specializing in Bankruptcy 
in the Middle District of 
Florida.

• Obtain the most for assets.

• Building long term 
relationships one client at a 
time.

• A custom marketing 
campaign for all assets.

• Immediate and professional 
results.

• Fully Licensed, Bonded, and 
Insured.

Bankruptcy • Residential
Commercial • Industrial 

FREE
Evaluation of

assets in 3 Days

Is your auction firm giving 
you the results and level 
of professionalism you 

demand?

AuctionForBankruptcy.com

US Auction Realty
Gulf Coast Preferred     

Properties
Licensed Real Estate Broker

Licensed Auctioneer

AuctionForBankruptcy.com

U Auction
Realty

S
Golf Tournament cont.
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February Luncheon

On February 10, 2009, the TBBA 
was delighted to have Charles 
Throckmorton, Esq. speak at the 
monthly CLE luncheon program on 
developments related to section 363 
sales in bankruptcy.
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     Internet 24/7, Telephone, Classroom
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Certified CounselorsMEMBER
WEST FLORIDA

Serving
Attorney Clients

for
Pre & Post Certificates

The only locally approved agency to provide
the bankruptcy certif icate for

both pre-f iling and pre-discharge

Mediator
Retired U. S. Bankruptcy Judge

Tim Corcoran has some limited time to serve as 
Mediator over the summer (May through August) 
and during other academic year holidays and breaks. 
Check with him at ctcorcoran@mindspring.com 
for availability.

The Cramdown 3

Retired United States 
Bankruptcy Judge

Middle District of Florida
and

Certified Circuit Civil 
and Federal Mediator

is available 
to serve as
mediator 
arbitrator 
counsel

and 
co-counsel

in commercial and 
business litigation

in state and federal courts
including reorganizations 

and insolvencies

C. Timothy Corcoran, III

C. TIMOTHY CORCORAN, III, P.A.

400 N. ASHLEY DRIVE

SUITE 2540

TAMPA, FLORIDA 33602

(813) 769-5020

ctcorcoran@mindspring.com

www.ctcorcoran.com

WhatWhatWhatWhatWhat’’’’’s a Ws a Ws a Ws a Ws a Weeeeetland Mitigtland Mitigtland Mitigtland Mitigtland Mitigation Bankation Bankation Bankation Bankation Bank,,,,,
and What Happens When It Goes Bankrupt?and What Happens When It Goes Bankrupt?and What Happens When It Goes Bankrupt?and What Happens When It Goes Bankrupt?and What Happens When It Goes Bankrupt?

by Royal C. Gardner, Director, Institute for Biodiversity Law and Policy
and Theresa J. Pulley Radwan, Associate Dean of Academics

Stetson College of Law

This article examines the
intersection of bankruptcy law and
the emerging concept of wetland

mitigation banking.  After a review of
mitigation banking basics, it discusses
bankruptcy in the environmental context.
The article concludes with a case study
of an ongoing bankruptcy action involving
a wetland mitigation bank in New Jersey.

I. Wetland Mitigation
Banking:  A Brief Overview
Wetland mitigation banking is a tool
designed to remedy a great flaw of
wetland permit programs.  If a developer
seeks to fill in a wetland, it will typically
need a permit.1

The governmental agency
issuing the permit will typically do so on
the condition that the developer take
some action to offset the adverse
environmental impacts of the project,
such as restoring, enhancing, creating,
and/or preserving wetlands.2  In theory,
at the end of the day, the developer has
its project and the aquatic environment
is no worse off.  A mitigation project
replaces the wetland functions and
values affected by the development, and
thus the goal of “no net loss” of wetlands
is achieved.3  The reality, however, is
starkly different.  Many studies have
found that mitigation projects were
unsuccessful in the short- and long-term,
at least with respect to mitigation projects
for which permittees were responsible.4

There are a number of factors
that contribute to the failure of permittee-
responsible mitigation.  In the past, there
was little incentive for the permittee to
expend a great deal of effort on the
mitigation.  Agencies tended not to
provide much oversight of mitigation
projects, and enforcement of mitigation
conditions was not a priority.5  The
mitigation did not need to be provided in
advance of the development project but
could be done concurrently or after the
fact.6  Requirements for the long-term
stewardship of the mitigation site were
rare.7  Wetland mitigation in this context

was, as has been noted before, based
on promises that largely went unfulfilled.8

“No net loss” in the regulatory program
was achieved on paper but not on the
ground.9

In November 1995, through a
guidance document, the federal agencies
involved with wetland regulation
encouraged another approach to
compensating for wetland impacts:
wetland mitigation banking.10  There
would be more oversight; a team of
agency specialists, the Mitigation Bank
Review Team (MBRT), would review the
establishment of the bank and remain
involved in its operation.11  The mitigation
banker would do the mitigation work in
advance of projects impacts, not after.12

The MBRT would document the
ecological baseline conditions of the
mitigation site, and when the site met
certain performance standards, the
mitigation banker could then use or sell
those credits to satisfy permit
requirements in a specified service
area.13  The MBRT would ensure that
financial assurances such as
performance bonds, letters of credit, or
escrow accounts, including provisions for
the long-term stewardship of the
mitigation site, were in place.14  The
details under which the mitigation bank
would operate would be contained in a
formal document, the mitigation banking
instrument.15  Although the MBRT
process was cumbersome, the agencies
had authorized a market-based trading
system, thus creating economic
incentives for mitigation providers to do
their jobs well.16

The product that the permittee
pays for is peace of mind (financial and
legal).  When the permittee purchases a
mitigation credit from the mitigation
banker, that transaction ends the
permittee’s responsibility for the
mitigation.17  The permittee has a fixed
cost for the project and need not worry

Continued on page 12
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March Luncheon

Professor Jeffery Davis spoke at the 
March 10, 2009 monthly CLE luncheon 
program on issues related to unbinding 
representations of consumer debtors.
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April Half-Day Seminar

The TBBBA hosted a half-day seminar 
on April14, 2009. Featuring a lunch 
presentation by Chief Judge Paul M. 
Glenn.
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by Patrick M. Mosely, Esq.
    Stephanie Crane Lieb, Esq.

KEY:2

D = Debtor	 DA = Debtor’s Attorney
T = Trustee	 UST = United States Trustee3

COM = Committee	 L20 = 20 Largest Unsecured Creditors
AP = Affected Party4	 All = All creditors on the matrix
NOA = Parties who have entered a notice of appearance

At Your Service: A Guide To 
Local Service Requirements

AT YOUR SERVICE:  A GUIDE TO LOCAL SERVICE REQUIREMENTS 
 

By Patrick M. Mosley, Esq. and Stephanie Crane Lieb, Esq.
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KEY:
2
 

 

D = Debtor    DA = Debtor’s Attorney 

T = Trustee    UST = United States Trustee
3
 

COM = Committee  L20 = 20 Largest Unsecured Creditors 

AP = Affected Party
4
  All = All creditors on the matrix 

NOA = Parties who have entered a notice of appearance 

 

PLEADING           CHAPTER             CODE/RULE     PARTIES TO SERVE 

** Motion to Abandon 

Property (20 days) 

All Chapters 6007(a) D, DA, T, UST, COM, All 

 

Motion to Accept/Reject 

Executory Contract 

7, 11, 12, 13 6006(a), (c)  D, DA, T, UST, AP, L20 

or COM 

Motion to Accept/Reject 

Lease 

7, 11, 12, 13 6006(a), (c) D, DA, T, UST, AP, L20 

or COM 

Motion to Require 

Trustee or Debtor in 

Possession to 

Accept/Reject Lease or 

Executory Contract 

9, 11, 12, 13 6006(b), (c) D, DA, T, UST, AP, L20 

or COM 

Amendments of 

Schedules 

7, 11, 12, 13 1009 and 

LBR 1009-1 

AP, T, UST (UST need not 

be served when amending 

13 schedules). 

** Motion to Avoid Lien 

under § 522(f) 

All Chapters 4003(d) UST, T, AP 

Cash Collateral: Motion 

to Use; Creditor’s Motion 

to Prohibit 

11, 12 4001 and 

9034(f) 

D, DA, T, UST, AP, L20 

or COM 

 

Application for 

Compensation and 

Expenses 

All 11 U.S.C. § 

330, Rules 

2002(a)(6) 

and 9034(e) 

* D, DA, T, UST, All  

** Motion to 

Compromise (20 days)  

All Chapters 9019, 

2002(a)(3), 

and 9034(b) 

* D, DA, T, UST, AP, 

ALL 

 

Debtor Motion to Convert 

from Chapter 7 to 11 

7 1017(f)(2), 

2002(a)(4), 

and 9034(c) 

UST, T, All 

Creditor Motion to 

Convert from Chapter 7 

to 11 

7 1017(f)(1),  

2002(a)(4), 

and 9034(c)  

D, DA, T, UST, All 

 2 

PLEADING           CHAPTER             CODE/RULE     PARTIES TO SERVE 

Debtor in Possession 

Motion to Convert from 

Chapter 11 to 7  

11 1017(f)(2), 

2002(a)(4), 

and 9034(c) 

UST, COM, All 

Creditor  Motion to 

Convert from Chapter 11 

to 7 

11 1017(f)(1), 

2002(a)(4), 

and 9034(c) 

D, DA, UST, COM, All 

Debtor Motion to Convert 

from Chapter 7 to 13 

7 1017(f)(2), 

2002(a)(4), 

and 9034(c)  

T, UST, All 

Debtor Notice/Motion to 

Dismiss Chapter 7, 11, or 

12 

7, 11, 12 1017(a), 

2002(a)(4), 

and 9034(c) 

T, UST, All 

Creditor Motion to 

Dismiss Chapter 7, 11, or 

12 

7, 11, 12 1017(f)(1), 

2002(a)(4), 

and 9034(c) 

D, DA, T, UST, All 

Application to Employ 

Professional Persons 

7, 11, 12 2014 and 

9034(d)  

D, DA, T, UST, L20 or 

COM, NOA
5
 

Application to Appoint 

Trustee or Examiner 

11 11 U.S.C. § 

1104, and 

Rules 2007.1 

and 9034(g)  

D, DA, UST, All  

Motion for Examination 

Under Rule 2004 

All 2004 and 

9013  

D, DA, UST, T, AP 

Motion to Extend 

Deadline to File a 

Complaint Under § 523 

and/or § 727 

7, 11 4004, 4006, 

9013  

D, DA, T, UST 

Motion to Extend 

Exclusivity Period for 

Filing Plan of 

Reorganization 

11 11 U.S.C. §§ 

1121(d) and 

102(1)  

 

D, DA, UST, L20 or COM, 

NOA 

Motion to Extend 

Exclusivity Period for 

Filing Plan of 

Reorganization in Small 

Business Case 

11 11 U.S.C. § 

1121(e)(3) 

D, DA, UST, L20 or COM, 

NOA 

Motion to Obtain Post 

Petition Financing (15 

days)  

11 4001(c) and 

9034(f)  

UST, AP, L20 or COM, 

NOA 

Motion to Modify Plan of 

Reorganization Before 

Confirmation 

11 3019(a) D, DA, UST, T, All 
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1
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D = Debtor    DA = Debtor’s Attorney 

T = Trustee    UST = United States Trustee
3
 

COM = Committee  L20 = 20 Largest Unsecured Creditors 

AP = Affected Party
4
  All = All creditors on the matrix 

NOA = Parties who have entered a notice of appearance 

 

PLEADING           CHAPTER             CODE/RULE     PARTIES TO SERVE 

** Motion to Abandon 

Property (20 days) 

All Chapters 6007(a) D, DA, T, UST, COM, All 

 

Motion to Accept/Reject 

Executory Contract 

7, 11, 12, 13 6006(a), (c)  D, DA, T, UST, AP, L20 

or COM 

Motion to Accept/Reject 

Lease 

7, 11, 12, 13 6006(a), (c) D, DA, T, UST, AP, L20 

or COM 

Motion to Require 

Trustee or Debtor in 

Possession to 

Accept/Reject Lease or 

Executory Contract 

9, 11, 12, 13 6006(b), (c) D, DA, T, UST, AP, L20 

or COM 

Amendments of 

Schedules 

7, 11, 12, 13 1009 and 

LBR 1009-1 

AP, T, UST (UST need not 

be served when amending 

13 schedules). 

** Motion to Avoid Lien 

under § 522(f) 

All Chapters 4003(d) UST, T, AP 

Cash Collateral: Motion 

to Use; Creditor’s Motion 

to Prohibit 

11, 12 4001 and 

9034(f) 

D, DA, T, UST, AP, L20 

or COM 

 

Application for 

Compensation and 

Expenses 

All 11 U.S.C. § 

330, Rules 

2002(a)(6) 

and 9034(e) 

* D, DA, T, UST, All  

** Motion to 

Compromise (20 days)  

All Chapters 9019, 

2002(a)(3), 

and 9034(b) 

* D, DA, T, UST, AP, 

ALL 

 

Debtor Motion to Convert 

from Chapter 7 to 11 

7 1017(f)(2), 

2002(a)(4), 

and 9034(c) 

UST, T, All 

Creditor Motion to 

Convert from Chapter 7 

to 11 

7 1017(f)(1),  

2002(a)(4), 

and 9034(c)  

D, DA, T, UST, All 

 2 

PLEADING           CHAPTER             CODE/RULE     PARTIES TO SERVE 

Debtor in Possession 

Motion to Convert from 

Chapter 11 to 7  

11 1017(f)(2), 

2002(a)(4), 

and 9034(c) 

UST, COM, All 

Creditor  Motion to 

Convert from Chapter 11 

to 7 

11 1017(f)(1), 

2002(a)(4), 

and 9034(c) 

D, DA, UST, COM, All 

Debtor Motion to Convert 

from Chapter 7 to 13 

7 1017(f)(2), 

2002(a)(4), 

and 9034(c)  

T, UST, All 

Debtor Notice/Motion to 

Dismiss Chapter 7, 11, or 

12 

7, 11, 12 1017(a), 

2002(a)(4), 

and 9034(c) 

T, UST, All 

Creditor Motion to 

Dismiss Chapter 7, 11, or 

12 

7, 11, 12 1017(f)(1), 

2002(a)(4), 

and 9034(c) 

D, DA, T, UST, All 

Application to Employ 

Professional Persons 

7, 11, 12 2014 and 

9034(d)  

D, DA, T, UST, L20 or 

COM, NOA
5
 

Application to Appoint 

Trustee or Examiner 

11 11 U.S.C. § 

1104, and 

Rules 2007.1 

and 9034(g)  

D, DA, UST, All  

Motion for Examination 

Under Rule 2004 

All 2004 and 

9013  

D, DA, UST, T, AP 

Motion to Extend 

Deadline to File a 

Complaint Under § 523 

and/or § 727 

7, 11 4004, 4006, 

9013  

D, DA, T, UST 

Motion to Extend 

Exclusivity Period for 

Filing Plan of 

Reorganization 

11 11 U.S.C. §§ 

1121(d) and 

102(1)  

 

D, DA, UST, L20 or COM, 

NOA 

Motion to Extend 

Exclusivity Period for 

Filing Plan of 

Reorganization in Small 

Business Case 

11 11 U.S.C. § 

1121(e)(3) 

D, DA, UST, L20 or COM, 

NOA 

Motion to Obtain Post 

Petition Financing (15 

days)  

11 4001(c) and 

9034(f)  

UST, AP, L20 or COM, 

NOA 

Motion to Modify Plan of 

Reorganization Before 

Confirmation 

11 3019(a) D, DA, UST, T, All 

 

 3 

PLEADING           CHAPTER             CODE/RULE     PARTIES TO SERVE 

Motion to Modify Plan of 

Reorganization After 

Confirmation in 

Individual Debtor Case 

11 3019(b) D, DA, T, UST, All 

** Objection to Claim 

(30 days) 

All 3007 and 

LBR 3007-1 

D, DA, T, AP 

 

Objection to Claim of 

Exemption 

All 4003 D, DA, T, UST, AP 

Objection to Disclosure 

Statement 

11 3017(a) and 

3017.1 

D, DA, T, UST, COM 

Objection to Chapter 13 

Plan  

13 3015(f)  D, DA, T, UST 

Objection to Chapter 12 

Plan  

12 3015(f) D, DA, T, UST 

Objection to Motion to 

Modify Confirmed Plan 

12, 13 3015(g) D, DA, T, UST 

Objection to Chapter 11 

Plan 

11 3017(a) D, DA, T, UST, COM 

Motion to Determine 

Whether Debtor is a 

Health Care Business 

7, 9, 11 1021 D, DA, T, UST, COM or 

L20 

Motion to Re-Open Case All 5010 and 

9024 

D, DA, T, UST, AP, ALL 
(if the motion to re-open does 

not affect all creditors, notice 

need only be made on the 

affected party) 

Motion to Reconsider or 

Vacate Order 

All 3008 and 

9013 

D, DA, T, UST, AP 

Motion for Relief From 

the Automatic Stay 

(20 days) (Motion for 

Relief From Stay may be 

served by negative notice 

in Chapter 7 cases only) 

All 4001(a) D, DA, T, UST, AP, COM 

or L20  

 

** Motion for Relief 

From Co-Debtor Stay 

13 11 U.S.C. § 

1301 

D, DA, T, Co-Debtor 

Motion to Sell Free and 

Clear of Liens 

7, 11, 12 6004(c) and 

2002(a)(2)  

* D, DA, T, UST, AP, All 

Motion for Valuation of 

Collateral 

All 3012, 3012-

1
6
 

D, DA, T, UST, AP 

Application for 

Administrative Expense 

All 11 U.S.C. § 

503 and Rule 

9034(e) 

D, DA, T, UST, AP 



18 The Cramdown

Local Service Requirements
continued from p. 17

continued on p. 19

 3 

PLEADING           CHAPTER             CODE/RULE     PARTIES TO SERVE 

Motion to Modify Plan of 

Reorganization After 

Confirmation in 

Individual Debtor Case 

11 3019(b) D, DA, T, UST, All 

** Objection to Claim 

(30 days) 

All 3007 and 

LBR 3007-1 

D, DA, T, AP 

 

Objection to Claim of 

Exemption 

All 4003 D, DA, T, UST, AP 

Objection to Disclosure 

Statement 

11 3017(a) and 

3017.1 

D, DA, T, UST, COM 

Objection to Chapter 13 

Plan  

13 3015(f)  D, DA, T, UST 

Objection to Chapter 12 

Plan  

12 3015(f) D, DA, T, UST 

Objection to Motion to 

Modify Confirmed Plan 

12, 13 3015(g) D, DA, T, UST 

Objection to Chapter 11 

Plan 

11 3017(a) D, DA, T, UST, COM 

Motion to Determine 

Whether Debtor is a 

Health Care Business 

7, 9, 11 1021 D, DA, T, UST, COM or 

L20 

Motion to Re-Open Case All 5010 and 

9024 

D, DA, T, UST, AP, ALL 
(if the motion to re-open does 

not affect all creditors, notice 

need only be made on the 

affected party) 

Motion to Reconsider or 

Vacate Order 

All 3008 and 

9013 

D, DA, T, UST, AP 

Motion for Relief From 

the Automatic Stay 

(20 days) (Motion for 

Relief From Stay may be 

served by negative notice 

in Chapter 7 cases only) 

All 4001(a) D, DA, T, UST, AP, COM 

or L20  

 

** Motion for Relief 

From Co-Debtor Stay 

13 11 U.S.C. § 

1301 

D, DA, T, Co-Debtor 

Motion to Sell Free and 

Clear of Liens 

7, 11, 12 6004(c) and 

2002(a)(2)  

* D, DA, T, UST, AP, All 

Motion for Valuation of 

Collateral 

All 3012, 3012-

1
6
 

D, DA, T, UST, AP 

Application for 

Administrative Expense 

All 11 U.S.C. § 

503 and Rule 

9034(e) 

D, DA, T, UST, AP 
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PLEADING           CHAPTER             CODE/RULE     PARTIES TO SERVE 

Motion to Modify Plan of 

Reorganization After 

Confirmation in 

Individual Debtor Case 

11 3019(b) D, DA, T, UST, All 

** Objection to Claim 

(30 days) 

All 3007 and 

LBR 3007-1 

D, DA, T, AP 

 

Objection to Claim of 

Exemption 

All 4003 D, DA, T, UST, AP 

Objection to Disclosure 

Statement 

11 3017(a) and 

3017.1 

D, DA, T, UST, COM 

Objection to Chapter 13 

Plan  

13 3015(f)  D, DA, T, UST 

Objection to Chapter 12 

Plan  

12 3015(f) D, DA, T, UST 

Objection to Motion to 

Modify Confirmed Plan 

12, 13 3015(g) D, DA, T, UST 

Objection to Chapter 11 

Plan 

11 3017(a) D, DA, T, UST, COM 

Motion to Determine 

Whether Debtor is a 

Health Care Business 

7, 9, 11 1021 D, DA, T, UST, COM or 

L20 

Motion to Re-Open Case All 5010 and 

9024 

D, DA, T, UST, AP, ALL 
(if the motion to re-open does 

not affect all creditors, notice 

need only be made on the 

affected party) 

Motion to Reconsider or 

Vacate Order 

All 3008 and 

9013 

D, DA, T, UST, AP 

Motion for Relief From 

the Automatic Stay 

(20 days) (Motion for 

Relief From Stay may be 

served by negative notice 

in Chapter 7 cases only) 

All 4001(a) D, DA, T, UST, AP, COM 

or L20  

 

** Motion for Relief 

From Co-Debtor Stay 

13 11 U.S.C. § 

1301 

D, DA, T, Co-Debtor 

Motion to Sell Free and 

Clear of Liens 

7, 11, 12 6004(c) and 

2002(a)(2)  

* D, DA, T, UST, AP, All 

Motion for Valuation of 

Collateral 

All 3012, 3012-

1
6
 

D, DA, T, UST, AP 

Application for 

Administrative Expense 

All 11 U.S.C. § 

503 and Rule 

9034(e) 

D, DA, T, UST, AP 

 4 

 

PLEADING           CHAPTER             CODE/RULE     PARTIES TO SERVE 

** Motion/Notice of 

Proposed Abandonment 

or Disposition of Property 

(20 days) 

All 6007(b) D, DA, T, UST, COM, 

ALL 

** Application for the 

Sale of Real Property 

All 6004, 

2002(a)(2), 

and 9034(a) 

* D, DA, T, UST, AP, 

ALL 

Motion to Withdraw as 

Counsel 

All LBR 2091-1 D, DA, T, UST, AP (service 

of a motion to withdraw as 

counsel  must be made on the 

client or party affected, and 

opposing counsel) 

Involuntary Bankruptcy 

Petition 

7, 11 1010 D, UST 

Objection or Request for 

Determination of Small 

Business Chapter 11 

Reorganization Case 

11 1020(d) D, DA, T, UST, COM, L20 

 

* Pursuant to LBR 2002-1, the notice requirements of Fed. R. Bankr. P. 2002(a)(2), (3) and (6) 

may be delivered only to the parties on the LBR 1007-2 Parties in Interest List.  When serving 

the parties reflected on the LBR 1007-2 list, you are serving the Committee and 20 Largest 

Unsecured Creditors; however, you must still serve the Committee’s counsel and co-counsel, if 

applicable. 

** Pursuant to LBR 2002-4, this item may be served by negative notice. 

                                                
1
      Thanks to Chuck Kilcoyne and the Tampa Division Clerk’s Office Staff for their help in reviewing and 

approving this article and its contents. 
2
    Pursuant to LBR 7005-3, “[a] party may make service under Rule 5(b)(2)(D) of the Federal rules of Civil 

Procedure thought the Court’s electronic transmission facilities if the party being served is a Filing User or 

otherwise consents in writing to electronic service”  
3
    Pursuant to Fed. R. Bankr. P. 9034, “[u]nless the United States Trustee requests otherwise or the case is a chapter 

9 municipality case, any entity that files a pleading, motion, objections or similar paper … shall transmit a copy 

thereof to the United States Trustee within the time required by these rules for service of the paper.”  In the Middle 

District of Florida, Tampa Division, the United States Trustee must be served with a copy of any paper in the 

following manner: (i) in a Chapter 11 or 12 case all papers must be served on the UST; (ii) in a Chapter 7 case (a) 

the petition an any amendments, (b) any matter related to the disposition of assets of the estate, (c) trustee’s reports, 

and (d) orders concluding the case and discharging the trustee must be served on the UST; and (iii) in a Chapter 13 

case service on the UST is not required. 
4
    If an affected party is represented by counsel, both counsel and the affected party must be served. 

5
   While Fed. R. Bankr. P. 2014(a) only requires service on the United States Trustee, the United States Bankruptcy 

Judges for the Middle District of Florida, Tampa Division require applications to employ professionals to be 

serviced on the creditors committee or the twenty largest unsecured creditors and all parties who have filed a notice 

of appearance.   
6
   Local Rule 3012-1 requires service on the Affected Party pursuant to (1) 3007-1, as if it were a claims objection, 

thus requiring service on (a) the affected creditor to the person who signed the proof of claim (to the extent that such 

name can be determined from the proof of claim), and (b) any attorney who has filed an appearance for the affected 

creditor; and (2) Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7004, requiring service on officer of the affected creditor by certified mail (if the 

affected creditor is an insured depository institution), or by service on an officer, managing agent, or general agent 

authorized to receive service of process if not an insured depository institution. 
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 3 

PLEADING           CHAPTER             CODE/RULE     PARTIES TO SERVE 

Motion to Modify Plan of 

Reorganization After 

Confirmation in 

Individual Debtor Case 

11 3019(b) D, DA, T, UST, All 

** Objection to Claim 

(30 days) 

All 3007 and 

LBR 3007-1 

D, DA, T, AP 

 

Objection to Claim of 

Exemption 

All 4003 D, DA, T, UST, AP 

Objection to Disclosure 

Statement 

11 3017(a) and 

3017.1 

D, DA, T, UST, COM 

Objection to Chapter 13 

Plan  

13 3015(f)  D, DA, T, UST 

Objection to Chapter 12 

Plan  

12 3015(f) D, DA, T, UST 

Objection to Motion to 

Modify Confirmed Plan 

12, 13 3015(g) D, DA, T, UST 

Objection to Chapter 11 

Plan 

11 3017(a) D, DA, T, UST, COM 

Motion to Determine 

Whether Debtor is a 

Health Care Business 

7, 9, 11 1021 D, DA, T, UST, COM or 

L20 

Motion to Re-Open Case All 5010 and 

9024 

D, DA, T, UST, AP, ALL 
(if the motion to re-open does 

not affect all creditors, notice 

need only be made on the 

affected party) 

Motion to Reconsider or 

Vacate Order 

All 3008 and 

9013 

D, DA, T, UST, AP 

Motion for Relief From 

the Automatic Stay 

(20 days) (Motion for 

Relief From Stay may be 

served by negative notice 

in Chapter 7 cases only) 

All 4001(a) D, DA, T, UST, AP, COM 

or L20  

 

** Motion for Relief 

From Co-Debtor Stay 

13 11 U.S.C. § 

1301 

D, DA, T, Co-Debtor 

Motion to Sell Free and 

Clear of Liens 

7, 11, 12 6004(c) and 

2002(a)(2)  

* D, DA, T, UST, AP, All 

Motion for Valuation of 

Collateral 

All 3012, 3012-

1
6
 

D, DA, T, UST, AP 

Application for 

Administrative Expense 

All 11 U.S.C. § 

503 and Rule 

9034(e) 

D, DA, T, UST, AP 

 4 

 

PLEADING           CHAPTER             CODE/RULE     PARTIES TO SERVE 

** Motion/Notice of 

Proposed Abandonment 

or Disposition of Property 

(20 days) 

All 6007(b) D, DA, T, UST, COM, 

ALL 

** Application for the 

Sale of Real Property 

All 6004, 

2002(a)(2), 

and 9034(a) 

* D, DA, T, UST, AP, 

ALL 

Motion to Withdraw as 

Counsel 

All LBR 2091-1 D, DA, T, UST, AP (service 

of a motion to withdraw as 

counsel  must be made on the 

client or party affected, and 

opposing counsel) 

Involuntary Bankruptcy 

Petition 

7, 11 1010 D, UST 

Objection or Request for 

Determination of Small 

Business Chapter 11 

Reorganization Case 

11 1020(d) D, DA, T, UST, COM, L20 

 

* Pursuant to LBR 2002-1, the notice requirements of Fed. R. Bankr. P. 2002(a)(2), (3) and (6) 

may be delivered only to the parties on the LBR 1007-2 Parties in Interest List.  When serving 

the parties reflected on the LBR 1007-2 list, you are serving the Committee and 20 Largest 

Unsecured Creditors; however, you must still serve the Committee’s counsel and co-counsel, if 

applicable. 

** Pursuant to LBR 2002-4, this item may be served by negative notice. 

                                                
1
      Thanks to Chuck Kilcoyne and the Tampa Division Clerk’s Office Staff for their help in reviewing and 

approving this article and its contents. 
2
    Pursuant to LBR 7005-3, “[a] party may make service under Rule 5(b)(2)(D) of the Federal rules of Civil 

Procedure thought the Court’s electronic transmission facilities if the party being served is a Filing User or 

otherwise consents in writing to electronic service”  
3
    Pursuant to Fed. R. Bankr. P. 9034, “[u]nless the United States Trustee requests otherwise or the case is a chapter 

9 municipality case, any entity that files a pleading, motion, objections or similar paper … shall transmit a copy 

thereof to the United States Trustee within the time required by these rules for service of the paper.”  In the Middle 

District of Florida, Tampa Division, the United States Trustee must be served with a copy of any paper in the 

following manner: (i) in a Chapter 11 or 12 case all papers must be served on the UST; (ii) in a Chapter 7 case (a) 

the petition an any amendments, (b) any matter related to the disposition of assets of the estate, (c) trustee’s reports, 

and (d) orders concluding the case and discharging the trustee must be served on the UST; and (iii) in a Chapter 13 

case service on the UST is not required. 
4
    If an affected party is represented by counsel, both counsel and the affected party must be served. 

5
   While Fed. R. Bankr. P. 2014(a) only requires service on the United States Trustee, the United States Bankruptcy 

Judges for the Middle District of Florida, Tampa Division require applications to employ professionals to be 

serviced on the creditors committee or the twenty largest unsecured creditors and all parties who have filed a notice 

of appearance.   
6
   Local Rule 3012-1 requires service on the Affected Party pursuant to (1) 3007-1, as if it were a claims objection, 

thus requiring service on (a) the affected creditor to the person who signed the proof of claim (to the extent that such 

name can be determined from the proof of claim), and (b) any attorney who has filed an appearance for the affected 

creditor; and (2) Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7004, requiring service on officer of the affected creditor by certified mail (if the 

affected creditor is an insured depository institution), or by service on an officer, managing agent, or general agent 

authorized to receive service of process if not an insured depository institution. 

* Pursuant to LBR 2002-1, the notice requirements of Fed. R. Bankr. P. 2002(a)(2), (3) and (6) may be delivered only to the parties on the LBR 1007-2 Parties in Interest List. 
When serving the parties reflected on the LBR 1007-2 list, you are serving the Committee and 20 Largest Unsecured Creditors; however, you must still serve the Committee’s 
counsel and co-counsel, if applicable.
** Pursuant to LBR 2002-4, this item may be served by negative notice.

1 Thanks to Chuck Kilcoyne and the Tampa Division Clerk’s Office Staff for their help in reviewing and approving this article and its contents.
2 Pursuant to LBR 7005-3, “[a] party may make service under Rule 5(b)(2)(D) of the Federal rules of Civil Procedure thought the Court’s electronic transmission facilities if the 
party being served is a Filing User or otherwise consents in writing to electronic service”
3 Pursuant to Fed. R. Bankr. P. 9034, “[u]nless the United States Trustee requests otherwise or the case is a chapter 9 municipality case, any entity that files a pleading, motion, 
objections or similar paper … shall transmit a copy thereof to the United States Trustee within the time required by these rules for service of the paper.” In the Middle District of 
Florida, Tampa Division, the United States Trustee must be served with a copy of any paper in the following manner: (i) in a Chapter 11 or 12 case all papers must be served on 
the UST; (ii) in a Chapter 7 case (a) the petition an any amendments, (b) any matter related to the disposition of assets of the estate, (c) trustee’s reports, and (d) orders concluding 
the case and discharging the trustee must be served on the UST; and (iii) in a Chapter 13 case service on the UST is not required.
4 If an affected party is represented by counsel, both counsel and the affected party must be served.
5 While Fed. R. Bankr. P. 2014(a) only requires service on the United States Trustee, the United States Bankruptcy Judges for the Middle District of Florida, Tampa Division 
require applications to employ professionals to be serviced on the creditors committee or the twenty largest unsecured creditors and all parties who have filed a notice of 
appearance.
6 Local Rule 3012-1 requires service on the Affected Party pursuant to (1) 3007-1, as if it were a claims objection, thus requiring service on (a) the affected creditor to the person 
who signed the proof of claim (to the extent that such name can be determined from the proof of claim), and (b) any attorney who has filed an appearance for the affected creditor; 
and (2) Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7004, requiring service on officer of the affected creditor by certified mail (if the affected creditor is an insured depository institution), or by service on an 
officer, managing agent, or general agent authorized to receive service of process if not an insured depository institution.
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