
April 29, 2020

Hon. Zoe Lofgren
Member of Congress
Member, Committee on the Judiciary
United States House of Representatives
1401 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Hon. F. James Sensenbrenner
Member of Congress
Member, Committee on the Judiciary
United States House of Representatives
2449 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Lofgren and Representative Sensenbrenner,

We, the undersigned, are 163 sitting, recalled, or retired United States
Bankruptcy Judges for numerous judicial districts throughout the United
States. There are approximately 350 sitting bankruptcy judges, and
collectively the undersigned have handled millions of business and individual
cases and adversary proceedings in the nation's 94 judicial districts.

We write to voice our strong support for H.R. 4421 which you have sponsored
jointly in the 116th Congress. We endorse venue reform and this bill for many
reasons. The venue selection options for bankruptcy cases under current law
have led to forum shopping abuses that have disenfranchised local employees,
creditors, and parties in interest from participation in bankruptcy cases,
undermined public confidence in the integrity of the United States Courts and
the bankruptcy process, inhibited the development of uniform, national
bankruptcy jurisprudence, and led to inefficient allocation of judicial resources.
Passage of H.R. 4421, especially its provisions for elimination of state of
incorporation as a basis for bankruptcy case venue, is essential to ensure that
bankruptcy cases—importantly, large Chapter 11 business cases—are
commenced in districts where debtors maintain their principal place of
business or assets, and not in districts that have no meaningful relationship to
the business and its constituents.

Thank you for your sponsorship of this important bill.

Sincerely,
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S / Hon. Catherine Peek McEwen (M. D. Fla. )

S/ Hon. Joan N. Feeney (Ret. D. Mass.)

S/ Hon. Carol A. Doyle (N.D. Ill.)

S/ Hon. Sheri Bluebond (C.D. Cal.).

S/ Hon. Madeleine C. Wanslee (D. Ariz.)

S/ Hon. Michael G. Williamson (M.D. Fla.)

S/ Hon. Robyn L. Moberly (S.D. Ind.)

S/ Hon. David T. Thuma (D.N.M.)

S/ Hon. Jerry Oldshue (S.D. Ala.)

S/ Hon. Catherine E. Bauer (C.D. Cal.)

S/ Hon. Donald R. Cassling (N.D. Ill.)

S/ Hon. Dale L. Somers (D. Kan.)

S/ Hon. Robert D. Berger (D. Kan.)

S/ Hon. A. Benjamin Goldgar (N.D. Ill.)

S/ Hon. A. Jay Cristol (S.D. Fla.)

S/ Hon. Erik P. Kimball (S.D. Fla.)

S/ Hon. Eddward P. Ballinger, Jr. (D. Ariz.)

S/ Hon. Terry L. Myers (D. Idaho)

S/ Hon. Geraldine Mund (Ret. C.D. Cal.)

S/ Hon. Whitman L. Holt (E.D. Wash.)

S/ Hon. Laura S. Taylor (S.D. Cal.)

S/ Hon. Frederick P. Corbit (E.D. Wash.)

S/ Hon. Barry Russell (C.D. Cal.)
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S/ Hon. Maureen A. Tighe (C.D. Cal.)

S/ Hon. Tamara O. Mitchell (N.D. Ala.)

S/ Hon. John K. Olson (Ret. S.D. Fla.)

S/ Hon. C. Timothy Corcoran, III (Ret. M.D. Fla.)

S / Hon. Mary Grace Diehl (N. D. Ga. )

S/ Hon. Robert J. Faris (D. Hawaii)

S/ Hon. Paul W. Bonapfel (N.D. Ga.)

S/ Hon. Brian D. Lynch (W.D. Wash.)

S/ Hon. Steven W. Rhodes (Ret. E.D. Mich.)

S/ Hon. Pamela S. Hollis (N.D. Ill.)

S/ Hon. W. Homer Drake, Jr. (Recalled N.D. Ga.)

S/ Hon. Joel T. Marker (D. Utah)

S/ Hon. Neil W. Bason (C.D. Cal.)

S/ Hon. Mark D. Houle (C.D. Cal.)

S/ Hon. David M. Warren (E.D.N.C.)

S/ Hon. Stacey G.C. Jernigan (N.D. Tex.)

S/ Hon. Alan M. Koschik (N.D. Ohio)

S/ Hon. Caryl E. Delano (M.D. Fla.)

S/ Hon. Melvin S. Hoffman (D. Mass.)

S/ Hon. James M. Carr (S.D. Ind.)

S/ Hon. Cynthia C. Jackson (M.D. Fla.)

S/ Hon. Jerry A. Brown (E.D. La.)

S/ Hon. Vincent F. Papalia (D.N.J.)
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S/ Hon. Elizabeth E. Brown (D. Col.)

S/ Hon. Beth E. Hanan (E.D. Wis.)

S/ Hon. Randal S. Mashburn (M.D. Tenn.)

S / Hon Mark X. Mullin (N. D. Tex. )

S/ Hon. James P. Smith (M.D. Ga.)

S/ Hon. James Robinson (N.D. Ala.)

S/ Hon. Alan M. Ahart (C.D. Cal.)

S/ Hon. James R. Sacca (N.D. Ga.)

S/ Hon. Russell F. Nelms (Ret. N.D. Tex.)

S/ Hon. D. Michael Lynn (Ret. N.D. Tex.)

S/ Hon. Wendy L. Hagenau (N.D. Ga.)

S/ Hon. Catherine J. Furay (W.D. Wis.)

S/ Hon. Deborah L. Thorne (N.D. Ill.)

S/ Hon. Susan V. Kelley (Ret. E.D. Wis.)

S/ Hon. Karen K. Specie (N.D. Fla.)

S/ Hon. Elizabeth D. Katz (D. Mass.)

S/ Hon. Bruce T. Beesley (D. Nev.)

S/ Hon. Louise DeCarl Adler (S.D. Cal.)

S/ Hon. J. Michael Deasy (Ret. D.N.H.)

S/ Hon. James D. Gregg (Ret. W.D. Mich.)

S/ Hon. Brenda K. Martin (D. Ariz.)

S/ Hon. Redfield T. Baum (D. Ariz.)

S/ Hon. M. Elaine Hammond (N.D. Cal.)
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S/ Hon. Thomas B. McNamara (D. Col.)

S/ Hon. Paul G. Hyman, Jr. (Recalled S. D. Fla.)

S/ Hon. Daniel Collins (D. Ariz.)

S/ Hon. Scott H. Gan (D. Ariz.)

S/ Hon. Henley A. Hunter (Ret. W.D. La.)

S/ Hon. Basil H. Lorch III (Ret. S.D. Ind.)

S/ Hon. Stephani W. Humrickhouse (E.D.N.C.)

S/ Hon. Paul Sala (D. Ariz.)

S/ Hon. Brenda Moody Whinery (D. Ariz.)

S/ Hon. Margaret M. Mann (S.D. Cal.)

S/ Hon. Jennie D. Latta (W.D. Tenn.)

S/ Hon. Robert J. Kressel (D. Minn.)

S/ Hon. Gregory F. Kishel (Ret. D. Minn.)

S/ Hon. Ralph B. Kirscher (Recalled D. Mont.)

S/ Hon. Robert A. Mark (S.D. Fla.)

S/ Hon. Robert H. Jacobvitz (D.N.M.)

S/ Hon. William Lafferty (N.D. Cal.)

S/ Hon. Ronald B. King (W.D. Tex.)

S/ Hon. Mindy A. Mora (S.D. Fla.)

S/ Hon. Eugene R. Wedoff (Ret. N.D. Ill.)

S/ Hon. Dennis Montali (N.D. Cal.)

S/ Hon. Margaret Dee McGarity (Ret. E.D. Wis.)

S/ Hon. Terrence L. Michael (N.D. Okla.)
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S/ Hon. K. Rodney May (Ret. M.D. Fla.)

S/ Hon. Robert Martin (Ret. W.D. Wis.)

S/ Hon. Thad J. Collins (N.D. Iowa)

S/ Hon. Scott M. Grossman (S.D. Fla.)

S/ Hon. Karen A. Overstreet (Ret. W.D. Wash.)

S/ Hon. Robert E. Nugent (D. Kan.)

S/ Hon. Alan C. Stout (W.D. Ky.)

S/ Hon. Thomas H Fulton (W.D. Ky.)

S / Hon. Joan A. Lloyd (W. D. Ky. )

S/ Hon. Marilyn Shea-Stonum (Ret. N.D. Ohio)

S/ Hon. Lori V. Vaughan (M.D. Fla.)

S/ Hon. Henry Callaway (S.D. Ala.)

S/ Hon. Clifton R. Jessup, Jr. (N.D. Ala.)

S/ Hon. Paul M. Baisier (N.D. Ga.)

S/ Hon. William R. Sawyer (M.D. Ala.)

S/ Hon. Barbara Ellis-Monro (N.D. Ga.)

S/ Hon. Bess M. Parrish Creswell (M.D. Ala.)

S/ Hon. Sage M. Sigler (N.D. Ga.)

S/ Hon. Jeffery W. Lavender (N.D. Ga.)

S/ Hon. Jennifer H. Henderson (N.D. Ala.)

S/ Hon. D. Sims Crawford (N.D. Ala.)

S/ Hon. Marian F. Harrison (M.D. Tenn.)

S / Hon. Vincent P. Zurzolo (C. D. Cal. )



S/ Hon. Suzanne H. Bauknight (E.D. Tenn.)

S/ Hon. Eileen W. Hollowell (Ret. D. Ariz.)

S/ Hon. Keith Lundin (Ret. M.D. Tenn.)

S/ Hon. Duncan W. Keir (Recalled D. Md.)

S/ Hon. L. Roger Efremsky (N.D. Cal.)

S/ Hon. Sidney B. Brooks (Ret. D. Col.)

S/ Hon. Janet S. Baer (N.D. Ill.)

S/ Hon. Sarah Hall (W.D. Okla.)

S/ Hon. Janice Loyd (W.D. Okla.)

S/ Hon. R. Kimball Mosier (D. Utah)

S/ Hon. Marc Barreca (W.D. Wash.)

S/ Hon. Joseph G. Rosania, Jr. (D. Col.)

S/ Hon. Kathryn C. Ferguson (D.N.J.)

S/ Hon. Ernest M. Robles (C.D. Cal.)

S/ Hon. Victoria S. Kaufman (C.D. Cal.)

S/ Hon. Janice Karlin (Ret. D. Kan.)

S/ Hon. Theodor C. Albert (C.D. Cal.)

S/ Hon. Kimberley H. Tyson (D. Col.)

S/ Hon. Mary P. Gorman (C.D. Ill.)

S/ Hon. Mary Jo Heston (W.D. Wash.)

S/ Hon. A. Bruce Campbell (Ret. D. Col.)

S/ Hon. Cathleen D. Parker (D. Wyo.)

S/ Hon. Frances M. Tydingco-Gatewood (U.S. District Judge/Bankruptcy
Judge, D. Guam)
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S/ Hon. Ramona V. Manglona (U.S. District Judge/Bankruptcy Judge,
D.N.M.I.)

S/ Hon. Lisa Ritchey Craig (N.D. Ga.)

S/ Hon. Austin E. Carter (M.D. Ga.)

S/ Hon. Kay Woods (Ret. N.D. Ohio)

S/ Hon. Kevin R. Anderson (D. Utah)

S/ Hon. John T. Laney III (M.D. Ga.)

S/ Hon. Douglas D. Dodd (M.D. La.)

S/ Hon. Barry S. Schermer (E.D. Mo.)

S/ Hon. Klinette H. Kindred (E.D.V.A.)

S/ Hon. John Waites (D.S.C.)

S/ Hon. Robert A. Gordon (D. Md.)

S/ Hon. Charles L. Nail, Jr. (D.S.D.)

S/ Hon. Shon Hastings (D.N.D.)

S/ Hon. Diane Finkle (D.R.I.)

S/ Hon. Frank W. Volk (U.S. District Judge/Acting Bankruptcy Judge, S.D. W.
Va.)

S/ Hon. David Bissett (N.D. W. Va.)

S/ Hon. Brian K. Tester (D.P.R.)

S/ Hon. James B. Haines (Ret. D. Me.)

S/ Hon. Louis Kornreich (Ret. D. Me.)

S/ Hon. Joel B. Rosenthal (Ret. D. Mass.)

S/ Hon. Thomas P. Agresti (W.D. Pa.)

S/ Hon. Gregg Zive (Recalled D. Nev.)



S/ Hon. David R. Duncan (D.S.C)

S/ Hon. Louis M. Phillips (Ret. M.D. La.)

S/ Hon. Michael E. Romero (D. Col.)

Cc: Hon. Charlie Crist, Hon. W. Gregory Steube, Hon. Richard E. Neal, Hon.
Michael C. Burgess, Hon. Stephen F. Lynch, Hon. Lance Gooden, Hon. Joseph
P. Kennedy, III, Hon. Ann Kirkpatrick, Hon. James McGovern, Hon. Ayanna
Pressley, Hon. Gregory Stanton, Hon. Haley Stevens, Hon. C. Michael
Thompson, Hon. William Timmons, Hon. Elizabeth Warren, Hon. John Cornyn
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